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December 2025

ALL ARE WELCOME

SUNDAY WORSHIP & HOLY COMMUNION:
In-Person Worship & HC @ 8 & 10 a.m.

Our worship services will be livestreamed @ Facebook,
and YouTube. Facebook stream also found on the home
page of our website: www.mountolive-elca.net.

OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Thursday 8am. -2 p.m.

Church Office: 262-363-8251

Email: mto@mountolive-elca.net
CHURCH STAFF

Pastor Steve Bogie

Office Phone: 262-363-8251

Cell Phone: 262-409-0743

Email: pastorsteve@mountolive-elca.net

Administrative Assistant

Debbie Wagner
Maintenance Housekeeping
David Gill Marie Sackett

Worship Accompanist/Praise Team Director
Deanna Kulow deanna.kulow@mountolive-elca.net

Sunday School Coordinator
Cindy Dobberke

AofB Coordinator
Cindy Dobberke 262-719-5711
cindy.dobberke@mountolive-elca.net

Prayer Chain

Betty Hinkelman 262-662-0205 or
Church office 262-363-8251
Websites

www.mountolive-elca.net
www.milwaukeesynod.org

www.elca.org

MIDNIGHT MAGIC

On Saturday,  December 6,
Midnight Magic returns to Mount
Olive, and we will be hosting various
musical and theatrical groups in our
sanctuary. Come and see the amazing
talent ~which resides in our
community!

e Parade viewing never got better than from the MTO
green space! Bring your friends and family!

e Enjoy FREE hot chocolate during the parade from
under the MTO canopy.

e Warm up by the MTO bonfire! Rest a while!

e Following the parade, take some time to explore faith
on the MTO Advent Walk, open until 7 p.m.

Advent Path: All are invited to walk the Advent Path on
Saturday, December 6, from 4-7 p.m., on the corner
of Main & Atkinson (MTO’s green space). Come
experience the interactive, self-directed, all-age-
appropriate Advent Path on the greenspace. Explore the
themes behind the candles we light each week, leading
up to Christmas. Enjoy some hot chocolate around the
fire. There is also musical entertainment inside the church
that evening. Hope to see you there!

EE R e L R T R R

CHRISTMAS SERVICE/
OFFICE SCHEDULES

e Wednesday, December 24" —
Office Closed
Christmas Eve/Candlelight Services — 10 a.m.,
11:30 a.m., 3:30 p.m., and 5:30 p.m.

e Thursday, December 25" —
Merry Christmas/Office Closed

e Friday, December 26" — Office Closed

® Thursday, January 1* — Happy New Year/Office
Closed
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR STEVE

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid.”

John 14:27 NRSV

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

As we enter the season of Advent and approach
Christmas, we are invited once again to wait —
something that doesn’t come easily in a world that moves
at a hyper-fast pace. Waiting can feel especially hard
when life is full of stress, uncertainty, or change. Yet
Advent teaches us that waiting is not wasted time. It is
sacred time — time to prepare our hearts for the coming
of Jesus.

When we find ourselves anxious or restless, God meets
us there. Advent reminds us that hope often begins in
quiet and humble places, where life has brought us to a
season of waiting and prayer. Mary waited. Joseph
waited. The world waited for light to break through the
darkness. And in God’s time, that light came near through
Jesus, who is the Christ.

As we wait through Advent and draw near to Christmas,
we remember the life-giving light that has come into the
world through the birth of Jesus Christ — the light that
shines through even the deepest darkness. When the
season fills us with anxiety or fear, we can return to a
place of comfort, the Christmas story.

In the Christmas story, we return to Bethlehem, a place
of mystery and wonder, set apart from the frantic pace of
our lives — a place where angels fill the skies and
shepherds hear good news in the fields. In that quiet
scene, we meet a mother, a father, and their newborn son.
Through this child, humanity comes to know God’s
boundless love for all.

Can you feel the stress begin to ease?

As North Americans, we often live at a relentless speed.
When we never stop to rest or disconnect, we lose touch
with what brings true peace and joy — especially during
the holidays. We keep giving ourselves away to what
drains us instead of to what renews our spirits.

This season, Jesus invites us to make room for God. In
Matthew’s Gospel, he says, “Come to me, all you who
are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give

you rest.”” 1 return to this verse often because it speaks to
so many hearts — reminding us that rest, peace, and
God’s presence belong together.

Perhaps this Advent, God is inviting us to slow down —
to make room for Jesus and find rest for our souls. I know
it can be hard to wait, especially when we are anxious or
uncertain. But Advent reminds us that even in the
waiting, God is at work. Through prayer, worship, and
scripture, we rediscover that peace is not the absence of
chaos but the presence of Christ within it.

So come and see how God can give rest to your soul this
Advent and Christmas season. When life feels heavy,
make space for Jesus. In that space, you’ll find you are
not alone — and that your burdens are lighter because
you carry them with Him.

That, my friends, is truly good news.

Peace be with you all,
Pastor Steve Bogie

THEOLOGY ON TAP

The next Theology on Tap is on
Monday, December 1%,
6:30 p.m., at Badger Burger.
Come and enjoy a beer, glass of
wine, or a cocktail as we gather
in a casual, safe space to talk
about life, our experiences, and
the presence of God through it
all.

Theology on Tap will be a great
time to build friendships in a relaxed atmosphere. The
atmosphere and an adult beverage will help to talk about
anything the Holy Spirit brings to our hearts. Join us on
the first Monday of each month at Badger Burger in
Mukwonago. Theology on Tap is open to anyone over
21. Relax with friends while discussing your experience
of life and God. I hope to see you at Theology on Tap
soon.

Please let Debbie know in the office if you wish to attend.
Peace be with you always, Steve Bogie, Pastor.
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Dear Member of Mount Olive Lutheran:

By the time this newsletter is published, you will have already received the pledge materials for the
Fall 2025 Stewardship campaign. Consider this newsletter a gentle reminder to prayerfully consider
a pledge toward our 2026 ministry.

Each year in the fall, we reach out to our congregation and ask for pledges to support the ministry for
the next year. We ask for pledges for several reasons. First, we want to encourage our members to
participate in consistent and systemic support of our ministry. Secondly, it allows the congregation to
plan our ministry and to be better stewards of our ministry resources.

Over the last 4 years, contributions from members who pledge have supported between 70 and 90%
of our annual expense budget. The remainder of our income (non-pledge member donations, loose
offerings, and special service income) is very dependent on worship attendance. Consequently, the
consistent income from our members who pledge is especially vital to supporting our ministry.

If you have pledged in the past, please consider continuing your faith journey with a pledge to our 2026
ministry and consider increasing your pledge in response to God’s blessings to you. If you have not
pledged in the past, please consider this act of faith for 2026. (I promise we don’t chase after members
who are behind in their pledge. The only difference you will notice is that the pledge amount appears
on your quarterly statement along with the details of your contributions.)

Our 2025 mailing was sent to all members the week of 11/17/2025, and included a letter of instruction,
a pledge form, and a self-addressed, stamped envelope for members to return their pledge form. We
will also have pledge forms available at the usher’s table at upcoming services. We encourage
members to return their pledge forms any time before Sunday, December 14, 2025. You can
return the pledge form in the mail using the enclosed envelope. Alternatively, you can also
return your pledge form in the offering basket during the offering at any Sunday worship.

If you participate in the Simply Giving program for your contributions to our ministry, we do count your
Simply Giving amount as a pledge. We encourage members who participate in the Simply Giving
program to return a pledge card as well, especially if you wish to increase your Simply Giving amount.
If you are not using Simply Giving for your contributions to our ministry, | encourage you to consider
this method of funding your contributions. It is a convenient way to maintain consistent support of our
ministry. Visit the church website (www.mountolive-elca.net) and select the “Give Online” option on
the “Home” page, then select Mount Olive Ministries and follow the prompts. You can also call the
church office if you need assistance or more information regarding Simply Giving.

Again, thank you for your faithful stewardship, and for considering a pledge to our 2026 ministry.

Dennis Martin
Finance and Stewardship
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SANCTUARY UPDATE

Dear family in Christ at Mount Olive,

As many of you already know, we have returned to
worship in the Sanctuary and have full use of the lower
level.

Timeline:

Monday, November 3": Mount Olive learned that our
insurance company would allow for us to order custom
carpeting that closely matches the sanctuary carpet.
(Custom carpet lead time is 12 weeks.) However, the
insurance would not pay for the temporary installation or
resetting of our damaged carpet.

Wednesday, November 5: The Mount Olive Council
met to discuss the custom carpet option and additional
cost involved. The Council discerned that it was
important for us to return to the Sanctuary as soon as
possible AND to ensure that the new, replacement carpet
closely matched our former carpet. The Council voted to
spend the additional funds from our building fund
necessary to accomplish these goals.

November 6™ - 14™: With the decision made to order
matching custom carpet and to temporarily re-install the
damaged carpet, Kelmann Restoration quickly
completed their restoration work and Lippert Carpet
and Tile had workers onsite during the week of
November 10" to re-install our carpet tiles. The carpeting
was then cleaned, pews reset and Mount Olive returned
to worship in the Sanctuary on Sunday, November 16™.

Late Winter, 2026: Project completion expected. Once
the special-order carpet is manufactured, we will
schedule a time where the pews would be removed to
allow the new carpet laid. We expect that this will take
place during the normal work week with little disruption
to the congregation.

Again, thank you for your patience, flexibility, and
continued prayers as we work through this situation.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any
questions.

In Christ,

Cindy Dobberke

Council President

Mount Olive Lutheran Church
cindy.dobberke@mountolive-elca.net

GREEN TEAM MEETING
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23"

Do you enjoy working with
others to create spaces for
community building? Or
perhaps you have a vision for
the utilization of the Green
Space?

Consider joining the Green Space Team! We meet on the
4™ Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. Contact Karen
Sperstad for more information.

Free Pantry/
Kitchen Kupboard Food
Pantry

Located in the lower level of
Mount Olive, we are grateful for
the Kitchen Kupboard Food Pantry and its ministry to our
community's needy. The Pantry is open on select
Thursday mornings or by appointment.

Also, Mount Olive’s Little Free Pantry is located outside
the lower doors of MTO and is available 24 hours a day/7
day a week. The Little Free Pantry is kept stocked by the
Kitchen Kupboard Food Pantry team. Please note the
items listed below and drop off in the basket marked
Food Pantry, located in the Narthex: Mac & cheese
boxes, potato and noodle boxes, dry goods, cereal, shelf-
stable milk, granola bars, tuna, canned soups, canned
fruits and vegetables, laundry soap, and deodorant.

They could use the following Christmas
items: 10-15 Ib. hams, 5 1bs. fresh
potatoes, boxed potatoes, canned gravy,
pie crusts, canned pie filling, bakery or
premade desserts, and apple juice.
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SERVICE TEAM UPDATE

The Service Team has organized
collections for many local
organizations such as Soles for Jesus,
the Milwaukee Rescue Mission, Hope
Center, Lutheran World Relief, Sleep
in Heavenly Peace, Life's Connection,
Whitewater Community Space, Little
Dresses for Africa, food pantries, and
more. It continues to support the Lions
- Eye Glass collection, the Bible
P rolecls Exchange, and the stocking of the
Little Food Pantry.
Mount Olive is a supportive community and welcomes
new ways to assist its neighbors.

MTO WALKING GROUP

Being active is the key to staying
healthy, and walking is one of the
easiest and most affordable ways to
get moving. Walking is a great way
to get exercise into the day and build strong relationships
while doing it.

On Thursdays, we will meet weekly at 10 a.m. for a one-
hour walk (weather permitting). If anyone is interested
in Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m., please let Pastor Steve
know. All are invited to join us every Thursday, or at
your convenience. Hope to see you soon!

This is a fun and inclusive group where we can vary the
routes if we wish, incorporate social activities, and
celebrate our milestones together. Thanks be to God!

FRIENDS OF JESUS CHRISTMAS
CHILDREN’S GIFT COLLECTION

(%) This year, our Sunday School
will again collect gifts for inner
city  Milwaukee  children
through a program called
Friends of Jesus. They are
looking for new gifts costing a
minimum of $15. Please wrap and place them in the
Narthex through Sunday, December 7™, at 9 a.m. Info
and name tags are available via the church office.

NOVEMBER 30™
IS THE FIRST
SUNDAY OF
ADVENT! AND DO
WE HAVE A LOT
GOING ON!

o 10 a.m. worship service will be an interactive,
experiential worship focusing on Advent. Once
again, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall,
there will be scripture, activities, table
conversation, and holy communion to be shared.
Also, each table group will help Mount Olive
decorate the Sanctuary for Advent. Advent
resources will be available for your household to
take home.

o [1:45 a.m. (or so) After a little resetting of the
Fellowship Hall, ALL are invited to the
AoB/High School advent service project
extravaganza. We will assemble goodie boxes
and plates for our homebound and young adult
members, wrap any donated toys for the Friends
of Jesus toy drive, and who knows what else we
will do. Come along and see!

® Needed: for the cookie plates and boxes, plus
Midnight Magic musicians (December 6m),
MTO is looking for donations of cookies
(decorated or not, holiday or chocolate chip
cookies, it’s your choice!)

ADVENT SOUP SPPERS &
ADVENT SERVICES

We are pleased to announce Advent Soup Suppers
serving from 6-6:45 p.m. on December 7%, 14™, & 21%,
with Advent Services to follow at 7 p.m.

If you are a cook, please sign up on the bulletin board
to bring a crockpot of your favorite soup and/or
dessert along. If you have any questions, please
contact the church office.

December 2025 -- Page 5



Mount Olive Faith
Explorers:
Sunday School is gearing up
for another wonderful year!

Geared to children aged 3 years
through 5™ grade, our Faith
. Exploration group for the younger set
Lt helife ey e fore.”  continues in the month of December.
" Theplan:

o 9:45 a.m. We will gather in the Sanctuary for lively,
VBC-style music with Pastor Steve. We’ll also have
time to check in with each other, pray, and enjoy
God’s good gifts of fruit snacks!

e 9:55 a.m. or so, depending on the Sunday, we may
have a song to share with the congregation. On other
Sundays, we will simply return to our seats with our
parents until the opening prayer of worship. Then we
will head to the lower level as a group.

e Parents can pick up their children from the lower
level following the conclusion of the 10 am worship
service.

e Children may join our FE: SS at any time of the year.
And here’s an idea: bring along a friend!

e Registration forms are also available on the Youth
Board, in the hallway across from the MTO library.

e We are continuing to add to our guide and assistant
guides for a year of All Kids Together Sunday
School. Please contact Cindy at
cindy.dobberke@mountolive-elca.net or the MTO
office if you would like to guide or assist our lead
guides.

Upcoming SS Events:

e November 30™ — Thanksgiving weekend/1*
Sunday in Advent — Advent All Come Together
Worship @ 10 a.m. — No Sunday School!
Families will worship together.

e December 7™ — Jesus is Born — Luke 20:1-20
Spark Kids Year Orange Winter Week 3 —
Practice for SS Christmas Worship.

e December 14" — Faith Explorer Christmas
Worship at 10 am. — Faith explorers lead
worship. Please connect with Cindy if you are
able to participate!

e December 21% — No Faith Explorer Sunday
School.

e December 28" — No Faith Explorer Sunday
School.

e January 4™ — Wise Men — Matthew 2:1-12.

Hello Mount Olive Faith Explorer Families!

Our Christmas season is quickly approaching, and we
have begun to plan for the Sunday School Christmas
Program. We welcome all children to participate in the
creative retelling of Christ's birth. Our Sunday School
Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 14™, at
the 10 a.m. worship service. Below you will find some
important information:

ANYTIME - Review the script with yvour child. Let
Anna or Cindy knows what parts your child is interested
in playing. We have speaking and non-speaking parts
available. If your child is open to other parts, please let
us know. It is always nice to have a few pinch hitters
available for last-minute changes. As we receive
responses, this document will continue to update.

ANYTIME - Would you or your child be interested in
performing a pre-service Christmas song or two? Please
let us know! We would love the opportunity to enjoy your
musical talents before the 10 a.m. Worship Service /
Sunday School Christmas program.

Sunday, December 7 - script rehearsal during Sunday
School. Can't make it? No problem, we can provide a
printed script to practice your part at home.

Sunday, December 14" - Sunday School Christmas
Program. Please arrive at 9 a.m. We will answer any
questions, fit children for costumes, and set up the scenes
for the 10 a.m. Worship Service / Sunday School
Christmas Program.

There will be a reception to follow the Sunday School
Christmas program. Please consider bringing a treat to
share.

Thank you for your continued support. If you have any
questions, please contact Anna Mack at 920.948.7982 or
Cindy Dobberke at 262.719.5711.
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Upcoming AoB Events:

Attention all families with 6" to 8" grade students! Here
are the plans for our Affirmation of Baptism (formerly
known as confirmation) learning, service, and fellowship
opportunities. Be sure to put them on your calendar and
make AoB a part of your faith exploration!

AoB Schedule for December and January:

e Sunday, November 30", 11:30 a.m. — 1 p.m.:
Service Opportunity — Cookie decorating and care
package packing for our elders, college students, and
military. **We will also wrap any presents donated
for the Friends of Jesus Christmas Toy Drive. Bring
along two dozen undecorated cookies. We will
decorate them, package them, along with other
goodies for our homebound members, college
students, and those serving in the military.

e Tuesday, December 9", 6:30-8 p.m.: Family meal
and faith exploration session #4.

e Sunday, December 14": Faith Explorer Christmas
Worship at 10 a.m. Faith explorers of all ages lead
worship. Please arrive early and connect with Cindy
if you are able to participate!

e Tuesday, January 13%, 6:30-8 p.m.: Family Meal
and faith exploration session #5.

Mount Olive High School Events:

e Sunday, November 30", 11:30 a.m. — 1 p.m.:
Service Opportunity — Cookie decorating and care
package packing for our elders, college students, and
military. **We will also wrap any presents donated
for the Friends of Jesus Christmas Toy Drive. Bring
along two dozen undecorated cookies. We will
decorate them, package them, along with other
goodies for our homebound members, college
students, and those serving in the military.

e Sunday, December 14": Faith Explorer Christmas
Worship at 10 a.m. Faith explorers of all ages lead
worship. Please arrive early and connect with Cindy
if you are able to participate!

TIPS FOR END OF YEAR
CHARITABLE GIVING AND TAX
WISE PLANNING

1. Donate appreciated assets like stocks and bonds.
A gift of appreciated assets avoids capital gains
tax, while also being eligible for a charitable
income tax deduction.

2. Traditional IRA Qualified Charitable
Distribution (QCD). The QCD allows a donor
age 70 ' or older to donate up to $108,000 in
2025 to one or more charities like Mount Olive.
While withdrawals from traditional IRAs are
taxable income, QCDs are tax-free and can
satisfy some or all of the annual Required
Minimum Distribution (RMD) for those 73 or
older.

3. Consider a cash gift. A cash or check gift to
Mount Olive may be deducted up to 60% of
adjusted gross income.

These thoughts and notes are presented for information
only. They should not be considered tax or financial
advice.

You should rely on your tax advisor or financial advisor
to determine what may be appropriate.

Duane Thornton
Council Member

CHRISTMAS
CHOIR
MEMBERS
NEEDED

If you are interested in
being part of our
Christmas choir, please
join us for our Christmas choir rehearsals starting in
November. We will be learning choral music for
Christmas Eve! Interested singers should talk to Deanna
or contact her at deanna.kulow@mountolive-
elca.net. Please come and join us!
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GRIEF SUPPORT

Grief can and does enter our lives in a huge variety of
ways. You are invited to attend this group for very
informal discussions in a safe place and supportive
environment. Please feel free to call if you would like
further information, login Zoom info, or have any
questions: Betty Hinkelman.

The meeting is on the third Thursday of each month
beginning at 12:30 p.m. Attendance is at Mount Olive in
the Fellowship Hall or on ZOOM, whichever you are
comfortable with. They will meet next on Thursday,
December 18™ at 12:30 p.m.

INVITATION TO
PRAY

You are invited to come
and pray as we come
together for
contemplative prayer on the labyrinth. Join me for prayer
with Holy Scripture using the ancient method of Lectio
Divina, or you may choose to come for Centering Prayer,
a prayer practice with silence as we simply rest in God’s
presence for a twenty-minute period of time. No
experience is needed for either of these quiet methods of
praying. A simple desire to be with God is all that you
need to bring.

I invite you to come at any of these following times for
this prayer opportunity (schedule of dates & times
below). If you want to participate but need a different
time slot or if you have any questions or would like
further explanation, please feel free to call any time. I
look forward to praying together. Betty Hinkelman.

Monthly Schedule of Prayer Opportunities:
e Lectio Divina: 1% & 3" Monday of each
month...beginning at 11 a.m.
e Centering Prayer: 2" & 4™ Monday of each
month...beginning at 11 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT &
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday Night Bible study meets at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesdays in the Fellowship Hall. Our first topic will
be the completion of the study we began last year of the
New Testament book of Romans, under the expert
teaching leadership of Richard Grosenick. When that is
completed, Richard will lead us in a study of the New
Testament Book of Acts. That book’s complete name is
The Acts of the Apostles, and it is the account of the
ministries of Peter and Paul in spreading the gospel. Acts
was written by Luke as a continuation of his Gospel
message. Richard cannot be with us in January, so we will
then do a 5-week study of the short New Testament book
of James, led by various members of the class who have
already volunteered.

The Wednesday night class welcomes people with all
levels of Biblical knowledge. You need not be a Bible
“expert.” Furthermore, 25% of the class are members of
congregations other than Mount Olive, so feel free to
invite your friends and neighbors to attend with you. For
more information contact Dwight Cruikshank.

The Sunday adult education group meets from 9-9:50
a.m., between the worship services. This next
educational year, we will be meeting in the Fellowship
Hall (except when other activities are scheduled for that
space) so that we can accommodate more people and so
we can more easily have snacks or beverages.

The main topic for this coming year’s study will be the
New Testament book of Matthew. Matthew’s focus is
the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies through
Jesus — to prove that Jesus is the Messiah. We won’t get
through the entire book this year, but join us as we
discover, or re-discover, the Gospel of Matthew — the
birth and early years of Jesus, the beginnings of his
ministry, and his journeys with the disciples.

In additional to Matthew, we will also be doing some
short studies during Advent and Lent. This year we will
explore the Miracles and Heroes of the Bible. They both
promise to be intriguing subjects, so don’t miss out!

Contact Laura Conry with any questions.

December 2025 -- Page 8



DON’T MUNCH ALONE BUNCH
(DMAB)

Come and join us when Don’t
Munch Alone Bunch (DMAB)
meets on Tuesday, December 9™
at 11:30 am., at Morning
Crumbs, 1015 E. Veteran’s Way,
in Mukwonago, WI.

DMAB is a fun fellowship activity, inviting all ages to
meet, eat and share together. Bring a friend if you’d like.
There’s no need to make a reservation, because we’ll
save a place at the table for you.

If you’d like more information, please call Glenna
Gunderson. We hope you will join us.

THE KNOTTY KNITTERS...

Are a group that invites anyone interested to join them in
the church library on Friday mornings from 10 a.m. to 12
noon to knit prayer shawls and such, share stories, and
have goodies. All are welcome...no experience
necessary.

If you have questions, please call Betty Hinkelman or
Inge Adams.

LADIES BOOK CLUB

Mount Olive’s Ladies Book Club will meet next on
Tuesday, December 9™, at 2 p.m., @ Mount Olive.
They will be discussing “All We Were Promised” by
Ashton Lattimore.

All are welcome...even if you haven’t read the book! If
you have any questions, please contact Diane Dickey or
the church office at 262-363-8251.

GATHER FAITH EXPLORATION
GROUP

Join us for our December devotional!
Tuesday, December 16™,9:30 a.m. —
MTO Fellowship Hall

December 2025: “Practicing Advent imagination:
Matthew’s dreamers and Isaiah’s visions” by the Rev.
Sara Olson-Smith

We cannot build a new future that we cannot imagine.
The long nights of Advent gift us with time to dream.
This study will offer us ways of imagining God’s future
for us and all creation through the dreams of Joseph, the
Three Wise Men and Isaiah.

(Zoom link also available.) In December, we will meet
on the third Tuesday, December 16 at 9:30 am for our
conversation and faith exploration using Gather
magazine- a publication of the Women of the ELCA.
Copies of the magazine and devotional will be available
for all. Joining for the first time? Please connect with
Cindy so that she can add you to the reminder email list
and keep you informed of any changes in schedule.

Joining for the first time? Please connect with Cindy so
that she can add you to the reminder email list and keep
you informed of any changes in the schedule.
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ELCA World Hunger

The Hunger Jar appreciates the
jingling of our change! Our
donations for 2025 are -- $129.99.

If you are collecting your change at
home for ELCA World Hunger
during our time of online worship, please consider
sending in a check or bringing the funds into Mount
Olive so that they can be deposited. We will send them
out into the world as a witness to our faithfulness during
this critical time.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATUS
from the Bookkeeper

October October
2025 Actual | 2025 Plan

General Income $236,602 $214,142
General Expenses (253,089) | (252,408)
Surplus/(Deficit) (16,487) (38,266)
General Fund 12,475

Cash Balance

OFFERING/DONATION UPDATE
You can also share your financial gifts by:

1. Mailing your offering to the office:
Mount Olive Lutheran Church
211 Main Street
Mukwonago, WI 53149

2. Donating via our webpage: Make a one-time or
recurring donation. Any recurring donation will
require you to register if you don’t already have a
Simply Giving account. Contact Debbie in the office
if you need any help with the webpage...262-363-
8251.

Thank you for your ongoing support to the ministries of
Mount Olive.

Dennis Martin

Treasurer

Finance and Stewardship Team

Ways to Give
To Mount Olive

'I In Person

Place checks or cash in an offering envelope and
drop in the offering plate as it goes by.

D Text

Text 262-290-4066 with dollar amount (for
cxample: 10) to set up a one-time or recurring

donation.
D Giving App
Download the ‘Give Plus Church’ app to set up a
one-time or recurring donation.

GETITON 2 Download on the
» GooglePlay i @§ App Store

Online

Visit https://mountolive-elca.net/donate/ or scan
the QR Code below to set up a one time or
recurring donation.

At Mount Olive, we are committed to giving back to
God for all he has given us so that we can help others
locally and around the world.

Find yourself without cash,
please use the above QR code to give online.
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VARIOUS TEAM/GROUP UPDATES

Group Meeting Time and Frequency Contact person
Wednesday Text Study 9:30 a.m. every Wednesday @ Mount | Church Office
Olive & via Zoom mto@mountolive-elca.net
Knotty Knitters 10 a.m. every Friday Inge Adams
Betty Hinkelman
Gather Faith Exploration 9:30 - 11 a.m. on the second Tuesday Cindy Dobberke

Group: Meeting in person &
via Zoom

of each month

Cindy.dobberke@mountolive-
elca.net

Sunday Morning Adult Bible

Sundays @ 9 a.m.

Laura Conry

Study

Wednesday Evening Bible Wednesday evenings @ 6:30 p.m. Dwight Cruikshank

Study

Don’t Munch Alone Bunch 11:30 a.m. on the second Tuesday of Glenna and Bruce Gunderson

each month

Lectio Divina: Meeting in 11 a.m. on Mondays — December 1%* & | Betty Hinkelman
person & via Zoom 15t
Centering Prayer: Meeting in | 11 a.m. on Monday — December 8" & | Betty Hinkelman
person & via Zoom 22md
Grief Support: Meeting in Meeting time varies, please contact Betty Hinkelman

person & via Zoom

Betty or see page 8

Service Team

Sharing info and ideas via email

Volunteer Needed as a Team
Leader

Food Pantry Donations

Donations can be made directly to the
pantry as follows: December 4" &
18t -- 9:30-11:30 a.m.; contact Carole
Hahl @ 262-662-3953

Church Office
mto@mountolive-elca.net

Aluminum Can Donations

Please continue to collect aluminum
cans for our HS students to support
their annual youth accompaniment
trips; your donations can be dropped
off at a future date!

Church Office
mto@mountolive-elca.net

ALUMINUM CAN RECYCLING
at Mount Olive!!

Yep, our High School students are still doing it! Want to help? Be sure to save your cans
- and drop off at the rear door at Mount Olive so that we can send the cans on their way to the
; recyclers. It’s a great way to save the environment AND our help our High School students
/., when they head off on their next big Accompaniment trip!
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PRAYING FOR MEMBERS

ny - =
at Mount Olive Lutheran Church J FIRTHDH{{.:L
Foa &
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, { @ .
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be hﬂ“wuiﬂﬂﬁ

made for everyone. I Timothy 2:1

It seems to me that no one is so poor as an individual for
whom not a single soul is praying, and has no one who
takes him or her personally and persistently to God in
prayer. O. Hallesby, Prayer

“Praying for Every Member” is sponsored by Prayer
Ministry. By using this monthly newsletter insert, we will
pray unceasingly for each other.

12/1  Jerry Manke

12/2  Dennis & Kim Martin

12/3  Pam Massman

12/4  Charles & Angie Mathe

12/5  Barbara Mather

12/6  Ross McMiller

12/7  Albert Mihlbauer

12/8  Laura Mueller

12/9  Lee, Denise, Brady & Lauren Munger

12/10 Peggy Munsell

12/11 Paul & Cheryl Mysliwski

12/12  David & Carolyn Nahrwold

12/13 Jay, Lisa, Alex, Adam, & Amy Neidhold

12/14 Dale Nelson

12/15 Mark Paddock

12/16 Christine & Cortland Pawlak

12/17 Hector Paz Morales

12/18 Patrick & Angela Porter

12/19 Gary, Doreen, Katie, & Kyle Price

12/20 Larry & Patti Redlin

12/21 Jordan Robinson Delaney

12/22 Brian, Nichole, Jaxson, & Lillian Rockteacher

12/23 Marce, Becky, Mitchell, & Bradley Roehl

12/24 Carol Rolfe

12/25 Bill & Dori Ross

12/26 Dennis & Darlene Rudolph

12/27  Allen & Kathy Salmela

12/28 Mary Beth & Ben Sande

12/29 Brian, Nicole, Easton, Arianna, & Winnie
Sanderson

12/30 Mike & Annette Schaenzer

12/31 Mike Scheffler

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS...

Angela Porter 12/1
Lisa Smith 12/1
Aaron Budd 12/4
Robert Grant 12/6
Emma Husted 12/7
Jennifer Cotturone 12/8
Mark Kietzmann 12/8
Kevin Franz 12/10
Carter Kronschnabel 12/12
Kasey Bischmann 12/13
Jack LaFreniere 12/14
Mark Bischmann 12/19
Ila Mae Bogie 12/21
Julie Fick 12/21
Tracy Jahnke 12/22
Adeline Leffelman 12/22
Annette Schaenzer 12/22
Christina Altenburg 12/23
Max Kadrich 12/23
Susan Thornton 12/25
Albert Mihlbauer 12/260
Tiffany Lindbloom 12/28
Aaron Lechner 12/29
Wolfgang Schnabl 12/29
Lauren Shuda 12/29
Cindy Dobberke 12/31
Nathan Grossklaus 12/31
Dori Ross 12/31
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES...

Scott & Erin Christensen 12/5
Carol & David Knoernschild 12/9
Mike & Annette Schaenzer 12/22
Deborah & Thomas Barnes 12/28
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COUNCIL CORNER

Council Member

Phone Number

Email Address

President Cindy Dobberke

262-719-5711

cindy.dobberke@mountolive-elca.net

Vice President Tim Sperstad

Secretary Linda Burie

Treasurer Dennis Martin/Finance/Stewardship

Inge Adams

Larry Redlin

Cheryl Shanovich

Scott Shuda

Duane Thornton

Mike Zaddack

Pastor Steve Bogie

262-409-0743

pastorsteve@mountolive-elca.net

Adopted Council minutes are posted on the Council bulletin board for your review. Please feel free to contact any Council member
listed above with any new ideas or caring concerns regarding Mount Olive. Please remember all our Council Members in your prayers.

GET CONNECTED

ACTS Team Betty Arntson
Administrative Assistant Debbie Wagner 262-363-8251 mto@mountolive-elca.net
Adult Forum (Sunday mornings) Laura Conry
Altar Guild Eva Schindhelm
Gather Bible Study (monthly) Cindy Dobberke 262-719-5711 cindy.dobberke@mountolive-elca.com
Bookkeeper Doug Bue finances@mountolive-elca.net
Coffee Fellowship Debbie Wagner 262-363-8251 mto@mountolive-elca.net
AoB Coordinator Cindy Dobberke 262-719-5711 cindy.dobberke@mountolive-elca.com
Custodial Debbie Wagner 262-363-8251 mto@mountolive-elca.net
Don’t Munch Alone Bunch (DMAB) Glenna Gunderson
Financial Secretary Debbie Wagner 262-363-8251 mto@mountolive-elca.net
Grief Support Group Betty Hinkelman
Health & Wellness Pat Vandehey
Knotty Knitters Betty Hinkelman

Inge Adams
Ladies Book Club Diane Dickey
Memorials Angela Porter
Mt. Menu Coffee Debbie Wagner 262-363-8251 mto@mountolive-elca.net
Praise Team Director Deanna Kulow deanna.kulow@mountolive-elca.net
Prayer Chain Betty Hinkelman
Service Deb Barnes
Sunday School Coordinator Cindy Dobberke 262-719-5711 cindy.dobberke@mountolive-elca.com
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Matt & Julie Fick
Congregational Advocate
Wednesday Night Bible Study Dwight Cruikshank

THIS WEEK AT MTO

Did you know that a weekly email is sent out each Wednesday entitled “This Week at MTO.” Each weekly
email contains the following types of info: special messages, Mount Olive’s calendar for the coming week, and any
other events that are happening at Mount Olive over the next week or so. If you are not currently receiving this email,
please let the church office know your email address, and we will add you to the circulation list. Or sign up on our
website at: www.mountolive-elca.net. Don’t miss out! PLEASE LET US KNOW...If you, a family member, or a

friend would like to have a visit from the pastor, please notify the church office or Cindy Dobberke. We rely on you
to keep us informed so that our ministry with you can continue: 262.363.8251 or mto@mountolive-elca.net.
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DECEMBER 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
9:30am Service Team 9:30am Weekly Text Study 10am Knotty Knitters | Mukwonago Midnight
11am Lectio Divina 6pm Advent Soup Supper Magic
6:30pm “Theology on 6:30pm Women’s AA Mtg 4-7pm Advent Path
Tap” @ Badger 7pm Advent Worship
Burger
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8am Worship & HC 11am Centering Prayer 10am Muk Crazy Quilters* 9:30am Weekly Text Study 9:30am MCC Food 10am Knotty Knitters
9am Adult Bible Study 6:30pm Church Council | 11:30 am DMAB Lunch Ipm Worship Team Mtg Pantry*
9:45am SS Gathering Time @ Morning Crumbs 6pm Advent Soup Supper lpm Muk Crazy Quilters*
10am Worship & HC 2pm Ladies Book Club 6:30pm Women’s AA Mtg
7:30pm Alanon* 6:30pm AoB 7pm Advent Worship
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8am Worship & HC 11am Lectio Divina 9:30am Gather Faith 9:30am Weekly Text Study 12:30pm Grief Support 10am Knotty Knitters
9am Adult Bible Study Exploration Group 6pm Advent Soup Supper Group
10am Worship & HC/ 6:30pm Women’s AA Mtg
SS Christmas Program 7pm Advent Worship
7:30pm Alanon*
21 22 23 24 Christmas 25 Christmas 26 27
8am Worshlp & HC 6pm Green Space Team EVC /OffiC e Closed DGY /Offl ce
9am Adult Bible Study . .
10am Worship & HC 10am Worship & HC Candlehght Closed
11:30am Worship Prayer Service
3:30pm Worship & HC Candlelight
5:30pm Worship & HC Candlelight
28 29 30 31
8am Worship & HC
10am Worship & HC

7:30pm Alanon*

[E#=[E MOUNT OLIVE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

211 Main Street, Mukwonago WI 53149-1525

=]

Telephone: (262) 363-8251
www.mountolive-elca.net
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