DEVOTIONS

Sharing

Think about devotions is as a continuation of our community’s worship. The following basic
pattern could be one way of forming your household’s devotions. Adapt as necessary!

GOD’S STORY
@ home

GATHERING
 Light a candle to help you focus this time as “God time.”
 Prayer of the Week
As you promised, dear God, like in the story of Daniel, you are with us. Through
the gift of faith, we can trust your promise of hope that no matter what we do,
where we go, or who we are with, you will be there. How lucky we are to have
your presence with us even in front of the mouths of lions. Amen.

CARING CONVERSATION

Daniel 6:6-27

NOVEMBER 27, 2016

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THE WEEK
Then the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the den of
lions. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you faithfully serve, deliver you!”
—Daniel 6:16

Take a moment to check in with each other or to use the questions below.
? Highs and Lows: What is one thing you hoped would happen today? What is one
thing that disappointed you?
? Thinking About This Week’s Story: In a time when the people weren’t following
God, Daniel did. And because of his faith in God, the king threw him into a den of
lions. Like Daniel, sometimes we end up in scary places. When you do, what do
you do? Do have hope? Do you run and hide? Do you pray to God?
? Getting Ready for Next Week’s Story: Joel reminds us to turn our hearts to God,
who is merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. What are some
other words you know that describe God?

DAILY BIBLE READING
Read aloud from the DAILY BIBLE READING from the front. What do you want to remember from this reading?

PRAY TOGETHER
 Starting with the oldest person in group, have each person pray for one thing that
they hope for this Advent season.

CLOSING
 If you used a candle, extinguish it as a sign of the end of the devotion time.
 Rituals & Traditions: A Blessing to Share
Mark the cross on each other’s forehead, saying “Blessed are you, Child of God,
who has been filled you with a living hope. Go and share this hope with others.
Amen.”
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MEALTIME PRAYER
As we gather around this table, we give thanks for the love you have shown us. As we
gather around this meal, we give thanks for food you provide. As we gather around
together, we ask you to bless this food to our bodies and us to your work. Amen.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
Something to ask yourself as you read: How does hope in God play a role in each of
these stories?
Sunday

Daniel 6:6-27

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Daniel 9:1-6
2 Timothy 4:16-18
Psalm 7:1-5
Joel 1:1-12
Joel 1:13-14; 2:1-2, 15-16
Joel 2:12-13, 28-29

Daniel: Hope in the Midst of the Lion’s
Den
Daniel’s Visions of Judgement
Daniel’s Prayer for the People
God Protects Paul
Protection from Enemies
Joel’s Lament
A Call to Repentance and Prayer
Joel’s Prophesy of Hope

If your household includes younger children, use a child-friendly Bible. You might find that the
children’s bible you are using may not include the very story assigned for the DAILY BIBLE
READINGS. Read to your kids anyway. Just pick a story!

SERVICE CHALLENGE
SERVICE is how we enact God’s great love for the entire world.

Send a Christmas card to someone who inspired you to have hope even in the midst of
loneliness, hard times or a difficult transition.
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